English Version

Since the abolition of the absolute monarchy following a military coup in 1932, Thailand has
experienced a rapid transition of governments and a prolonged struggle for democracy, to the
present day. The same coup led to the emergence of a bureaucratic governance system
dominated by the military regime, as evidenced by numerous military coups, a high number of
general-turned-prime ministers, and the widespread appointment of soldiers to government
positions. These unpredictable and volatile political situations have reflected the persistent
struggle between the people and the authoritarian military government. Hence, over the past
decades, there have been a lot of people’s movements and revolutions seeking a democratic
government that ensures free participation, civil discourse, and expanded liberties. Among
these movements, the research argues that the period from the 1970s to the 1990s marked a
significant rise in democratic sentiment, highlighted by the massive grassroots movement of
the 1973 October Revolution. The movement was spearheaded by students and led to further
democratic changes in the country. Thus, examining these decades helps this study achieve its
objectives. Firstly, it aims to examine the turning point in Thailand’s democratic development
in the 20th century and the key roles played by various parties. Secondly, it seeks to analyse
the impacts of these revolutionary movements, as well as the challenges that have hindered
democracy in Thailand throughout the past decades. Nevertheless, fluctuations in the Thai
political landscape have had severe consequences for the political and socio-economic life of
its people. This study primarily uses a library research method and a content-analysis approach
to gather information from both primary and secondary sources to assess democratic transitions
from the 1970s to the 1990s.
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